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Good Evening Essex Students and Parents: 

This is Damean Barfield, principal, of Essex High School.  The following information 

will give you a snapshot of what you can expect during our virtual instruction, as we 

begin with the first nine online. 

August 24th is our first day of school and the beginning of our virtual learning.  In the 

next few days you will receive invites to a Google Classroom, from your 

teachers.  Each teacher will have an innovative way of connecting with each 

family.  You might see a video, a newsletter, or some other creative way. 

Each day student attendance will be taken as we comply with the Compulsory 

Attendance Law.  To encourage the overall well-being of students, Essex High 

School has set a minimum expectation for the frequency of meaningful interactions. 

Meaningful interactions may be used to help monitor attendance.  Meaningful 

interactions are understood here as two-way engagement with a student and staff 

that allows some sort of feedback or input from the student on successes and 

challenges.   

On Tuesday and Thursday, from 1-3 pm we will conduct synchronous or LIVE 

instruction.  The firm expectation will be for students to log into their Google 

Classroom and actively participate in the relevant and innovate lesson provided.  On 

Monday and Wednesday from 8-10:30 am we will have asynchronous 

instruction.  This will vary from teacher to teacher.  It may range from a small group 

session, to a pre-recorded message.  It may be an assignment that the student needs 

to complete or even an analysis of an article.  Your teacher will communicate 

expectations during the first week of school.  Each teacher will also have mandatory 

office hours, to increase your access to each teacher. 

We are committed to clear and frequent communication.  If you have any questions, 

feel free to give us a call. 

Have a good evening! 

 


